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t may not be an ancient

proverb, but there’s a common

saying in the landscape
industry when it comes to hiring
contractors, “If you think the cost
of a professional is expensive, wait
until you hire an amateur.” Any
snafus in the beginning will only be
compounded later, especially if there
are site preparation issues like poor
drainage. Working with experienced
and licensed professionals like
Scenic Landscaping, LLC and
Tapestry Landscape Architecture,
LLC (Franklin Lakes; 973-616-
9600; www.sceniclandscaping.
com; www.tapestrylandscaping.
com.) from the get go will ensure
your outdoor oasis doesn’t become a
deserted island.

INsiDER TiPs

Annuals and perennials, grasses and
gardens, the endless options for the
outdoors can feel overwhelming.
Throw in budgets, property surveys,
town permits and plans then it
becomes even more apparent why
you should only be working with the
best in the business. “There are a lot
of hidden variables in this industry,”
says Mitch Knapp, president of both
Scenic and Tapestry. “You'll always
be able to get a job done for less, but
you really get a lot less.”

Take a step back. Spend the
time to interview a number of
people and always call references.
Knapp also suggests asking the
landscape architect to physically
take you to three or four of his best
projects. Go on the weekend when
the homeowner is most likely to
be around so you can confirm that
the person you're interviewing did
indeed do the job. Unfortunately
there are a lot of “three men and
a rake” operations that will take
you on a ride past some of the
most spectacular yards in the
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neighborhood and take credir for the work.

And before you make a hiring decision check that
your prospective landscape architect is licensed
and insured. Have them provide you with their
state licensed CLA number. In case things do go
awry don’t let the liability of a damaged gas line or
a town water pipe lie on your head.

GET WHAT You WANT

Another pitfall can be a contractor with one area
of expertise. If you interview a mason he'’s going
to sell you a stone patio, even if a wooden deck is
more appropriate. A landscape architect will be
able to objectively create a comprehensive master
plan with the best solutions for your space.

“And when you get to the estimate stage it’s
important to have bids that are broken down

by line items,” says Knapp. “This way you'll be
comparing apples to apples if you put the job out
to bid to a number of different companies.” End
results may appear to be the same, but often a
lower price means skimping on the prep work,
which can cause big problems later.

“No one in the industry ever talks abour these
issues,” adds Knapp. The experts at Scenic and
Tapestry pride themselves on experience, honesty
and openness so you'll not only get the outdoor
dreamscape you've always wanted, but also the

most for your money.

WE DO.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

\
e Complete Landscape Design and Installation. ©

¢ Project Management

e Garden Enhancement Services

e Custom Masonry Division

e Large Mature Plants and Specimens

' o Landscape Lighting

e Pool Design

973-616-9600 or
888-Scenic2 (723-6422)

www.sceniclandscaping.com

wWww.tapestrynj.com
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