Bringing Las Vegas Flair to New Jersey
“For that one enchanted evening, guests are able to feel as if they are miles away
from the ordinary. Instead, they are a living a Utopian dream.”

T

he Venetian in Garfield, New
Jersey, is a high-end banquet
facility. In an effort to set The
Venetian apart from all the other Northern New Jersey catering halls,
owner Jimmy Kourgelis wanted to take
things to the next level. He wanted to
be able to provide his clientele with an
outdoor experience that simulated the
Las Vegas nightlife.
Scenic Landscaping and Tapestry
Landscape Architecture were brought
over to The Venetian during the winter of 2008. Kourgelis had a vision,
and he needed to hire the right landscape design firm to bring this vision
to life. After Kourgelis’ initial meeting with Scenic Landscaping owner,
Mitchell Knapp, his landscaping team
was hired on the spot. Their chemistry
clicked, and both parties were confident they could bring The Venetian to
a whole new level of entertainment.
Tapestry Landscape Architecture’s
co-owner and head landscape architect, Rick Zimmer, was engaged to
design and create a world-class outdoor environment. Kourgelis wanted to
expand his facility to allow for over the
top outdoor entertainment. He wanted
his guests to feel that from the moment
they stepped outside, they were being transported into a glamorous Las
Vegas lounge. Kourgelis and Tapestry
worked closely together to infuse both
the mystical vision and the ideal functionality of the outdoor space.

sion and addition renovation was set
for May of 2009. Events, which would
need to utilize this outdoor space, were
already booked and committed to for
the spring and summer months. This
put a tremendous amount of pressure
on the team to complete the project
within a deadline of only a few months.
The designing team at Tapestry and
building team at Scenic had to be able
to work simultaneously in order to complete this ambitious project on time.
The most important aspect for
Scenic and Tapestry to keep in mind
was to seamlessly blend this new addition into The Venetian’s existing
hardscape. The goal was to make this
outdoor lounge appear as if it had always existed at the venue. As part of
the vision, 45-foot flowering pear trees
Overcoming Challenges
were planted along the outside, as well
In realizing the vision, Scenic and as hydrangea trees, cut and carved
Tapestry faced their fair share of ob- boxwoods, and rolling hedges were
stacles. The grand opening for expan- designed to wrap around the building
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and create the effect of always having
been there. The landscape design ties
the existing building and new addition
together in harmony.
Another major obstacle to consider
was the facility’s location. The Venetian is located on River Road, a busy
main road that runs through Garfield. A
ten-foot wall had to be built in order to
separate the new outdoor space from
the street noise and chaos. Privacy
was a main concern, as well as creating the illusion that this outdoor space
was miles away from the hustle and
bustle of everyday life. The wall creates
a feeling of warmth, protection and seclusion from all outside elements.

Las Vegas Spectacular

Kourgelis wanted to incorporate
some key elements of Las Vegas in
his new outdoor entertainment area.
A dramatic waterfall, exotic fire bowls,
a breathtaking bar area and luxurious

oversized couches were all essential items to be integrated
into his vision. Everything that Kourgelis was able to dream
up, the team at Scenic Landscaping and Tapestry Landscape Architecture was able to deliver.
Thousands of tropical and traditional annuals were
brought in to bring the whole area to life. Urns and planters were placed around the premises, marble flooring was
set, and an abundance of speakers, outdoor lighting and
mood setters were incorporated into the new outdoor lounge
space. Scenic and Tapestry utilized materials from all over
the world while designing and building this venue. The copper roof that rests above the bar area is from South America;
the five-foot planters with palm trees were brought in from
Florida to emphasize the Las Vegas vibe. The fireplace and
marble is all hand-carved to create an extra special unique

design that cannot be replicated.

Stunning Success

The outdoor Las Vegas lounge was completed on time
as promised, and instantly became the talk of the town.
Everyone wanted to utilize the outdoor area for their parties. Being able to reserve the outdoor space started to become increasingly more difficult and in very high demand.
Within the first year, the creative design team was awarded
the 2010 New Jersey Landscape Contractors Association
Award of Excellence for Commercial Design/Build Project
for their work on The Venetian.
The outdoor expansion grew to be a resounding success story for all parties involved. During the day, the outdoor lounge is now alive with sensual appeal. Gorgeous

“Gorgeous annuals and palm trees, sparkling marble and copper gleaming
in the sun, and the sound of the rushing grand waterfall all add up to the
perfect backdrop for memorable photographs of special events.”
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annuals and palm trees, sparkling marble
and copper gleaming in the sun, and the
sound of the rushing grand waterfall all
add up to the perfect backdrop for memorable photographs of special events.
As the sun sets, the vibe of the lounge
completely transforms. Jazz music from a
live band fills the air, as cigar rolling stations and wine tasting booths are set up.
The top shelf bar is buzzing with activity
and the lush white couches are brought
out. All of the food provided is top of the
line and exquisite. The staff is helpful and
attentive to the needs of their guests. The
fire bowls are set ablaze against the waterfall, creating the enchanting contrast of
fire to water. The lounge transforms into
an elegant, romantic environment. For
that one enchanted evening, guests are
able to feel as if they are miles away from
the ordinary. Instead, they are a living a
Utopian dream.
Set on a busy road, in the middle of
North Jersey, there is now an escape to
a Las Vegas oasis. As passersby travel
down River Road, they are stopped in
their tracks by the site of The Venetian.
There is nothing along the way that comes
close in comparing to the striking building
and intricate landscape design. The entire
place looks like it was transported from
another world and placed in the heart of
Garfield, New Jersey. Scenic Landscaping and Tapestry Landscape Architecture
were able to take Kourgelis’ vision and
bring this ultimate Las Vegas entertainment vision to life for all to enjoy.
“The Scenic and Tapestry team have
exceeded all of my expectations. They
truly are a first-class operation and everyone that comes to this place can’t
say enough of what has been created,”
Kourgelis concludes.

$2,500,000

LOT SIZE: 37,810
TAXES: $29,333

50

BC The Magazine // March/April 2011

For more information, visit www.sceniclandscaping.com, www.tapestrynj.com and
www.venetiannj.com.

